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DPM: OUR SALARY BILL HAS GROWN BY SOME $15 MILLION,
DRIVEN PRIMARILY BY PAYMENT OF OVERTIME

JAIMIE SMITH
FN Reporter
jaimie@nasguard.com

Deputy Prime Minister Peter
Turnquest, Minister of Finance
said that despite what the official
political opposition may wish to
portray to the Bahamian people,
there has been no widespread fir-
ings by the present government.

Turnquest’s comments came
during his 2017/2018 Mid-term
Budget Statement, where he of-
fered a detailed breakdown to
his colleagues on Wednesday,
March 7.

“Mr. Speaker, in my Mid-term

Statement two weeks ago, I
pointed out that our salary bill
had grown by some $15 million,
driven primarily by payment of
overtime due to police and pay-
ments arising from the fulfilment
of public sector industrial agree-
ments.

“Some critics, including those
who ought to know better have
made a host of claims regarding
this government engaging in a
massive retrenchment of public
sector staff; essentially that we
have fired thousands of Bahami-
ans.”

However, he noted that the re-
ality of it all tells a different sto-
ry. “It speaks to what the former

K. PETER TURNQUEST
Minister of Finance

“My point is, that despite the fiction being
perpefrated by the idle and indolent crew

on the opposife side,

there have been no

widespread firings by the government.”

administration was really doing
with the people’s money in the
lead up to the election.

“During the last fiscal year,
government records indicate that

~ K. Peter Turnquest, DPM

not including Parliamentarians
or summer students, the govern-
ment added 2,260 persons to the
direct public sector payroll. Of
(Continued on Page 2)

Violence

Bahamas Information Services

Minister of Health, Dr. Duane
Sands said there is a growing
concern of violence and injury
running up the cost of health
care and crippling the country’s
social systems.

and injury running up the cost of health care

“We must get a handle on the
root causes of this with research
guiding our understanding of
this growing epidemic,” Dr.
Sands said at the Medical As-
sociation of The Bahamas’ 46th
Annual Scientific Conference
held at Melia Nassau Beach re-
sort, March 7, 2018.

DR. DUANE SANDS
Minister of Health

He said however, that the
conference aims to celebrate
the country’s achievements in
health care and the vision of a
better health care system in The
Bahamas for all, that is efficient,
cost effective and that provides
value for money, along with be-
ing accountable and equitable.
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“We have achieved signifi-
cant legislation over the past
two years governing stem cell
research and registration and li-
censing of physicians.

“This deserves recognition as
we are leading the way in our
Region. The future looks bright.
We stand on the shoulders that

come before us.”

Dr. Sands explained that at this
time in the nation’s health histo-
ry, there is a very large number
of physicians who have success-
fully completed their education,
and credit should be given to the
government of The Bahamas
and the staff of the University of

the West Indies.

“I have been advised that there
will be 75 medical students grad-
vating and who will be applying
for internships in The Bahamas.
There is also a very large number
of physician staff not enrolled in
post-graduate programmes, yet

(Continued on Page 2)

SPECIAL PRESENTATION - Mary Russell, District Education Officer for East Grand Bahama
and the Cays presented Charlotte Knowles-Albury (left), daughter of Sir Durward Knowles
and his younger brother with a copy of a special welcome poem, during the memorial service
at the Jack Hayward High School Gymnasium.
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